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THE OBELISK OF THEODOSIUS, CONSTANTINOPLE

£750.00

[Obelisk of Theodosius] Obeliscus Costantinop. Auspice Ferd. III
Caesare. Obeliscum Hunc Constantinopolitanum olim à Theodosio
Augusto in Bizantino Circo Erectum Eminentiss. Principi Antonio
Card. Barberino S.R.E. Camerario Consecrat.

Cartographer KIRCHER, Athanasius.

Date 1654

Stock #:                    20565
Publication:              Rome: V. Mascardi, 1652-4. Two sheets
conjoined, total 555 x 365mm.
Condition:                 Binding folds flattened.

DESCRIPTION:

Illustrations of the hieroglyphics on all four faces of the Obelisk of Theodosius, which has been taken from
Karnak to Alexandria by Emperor Constantius II in 357AD and erected in the Hippodrome of Constantinople by
Theodosius in 390. Obscured by the illustrations is a prospect of Constantinople with the obelisk and its
pedestal.
This plate was published in Kircher's 'Oedipus Aegyptiacus', a three-volume work on Egyptology, in which he
falsely claimed to have deciphered hieroglyphics.
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