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AN EXTREMELY RARE EXAMPLE OF THE FIRST PRINTED
PLAN OF EXETER

£4,500.00

Isca Danmoniorum: britanice Kaier penhuelgorte: Saxonice
Monketon: Latine Exonia: Anglice Exeancestre vel Exestre at nunc
Vulgo Exeter: urbs peratiqua, et Emporium celeberrimum. Opera et
impensis Joannis Hokeri generosi ac, huis Civitatis quaestoris. hanc
tabella sculpsit. Remigius Hogenbergius. Anno Dni 1587.

Cartographer HOOKER, John.

Date 1587

Stock #: 24437

Publication: London (?), c.1587. Printed border 350 x
500mm.

Condition: Trimmed to printed border with a little

manuscript fill top left, margins replaced, a few other minor repairs.

DESCRIPTION:

The very first printed map of Exeter, engraved by Remy Hogenberg after John Hooker and published as a
companion to Hooker's 'The antique description and account of the city of Exeter', written under the
pseudonym 'John Vowell'.

Orientated with north to the top left, it presents the plan as a bird's-eye view, with the buildings shown in
perspective. Within the walls are Exeter Castle and Cathedral; in the walls themselves are the gates and forts,
including 'Snayle Tower'; outside the walls are St David's, Exbridge, St Leonard's Weir (now Trews Weir), Exeter
Bridewell prison, St Thomas's, Radford Place, Floyer Hayes and Shilhay (here 'The Shellye').

Top right are the arms of Elizabeth I; top left the arts of the city; and left are the arms of John Hooker, with the
motto 'Life after Death'.

Despite the extreme rarity of this map there are three known states: with a pair of dividers lower right; the
dividers partially erased (as here); and with a compass rose instead.

John Hooker (c.1527-1601) was a historian who held several positions if Exeter, including MP, Chamberlain,
Recorder and Coroner.

Remy (Remigius) Hogenberg (1536-89), brother of Frans Hogenberg, was born in Mechelen in Belgium but
arrived in London ¢.1572, remaining in England until his death. He engraved the frontispiece portrait of
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Elizabeth | and nine maps for Chrisopher Saxton's atlas, the first of English counties.
A copy of his plan of Exeter was used on the John Speed map of Devon and in the Georg Braun & Frans
Hogenberg 'Civitatis Orbis Terrarum' atlas of townplans from 1617, after the deaths of both brothers.
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