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A RARE BROADSHEET MAP OF THE GREAT FIRE OF
LONDON OF 1666

£7,500.00

Platte Grondt der Stadt London met Nieuw Model en hoe die
Afgebrandt is.

Cartographer DE WIT, Frederick.

Date 1666

Stock #: 24892

Publication: Amsterdam, 1666. Sheet 395 x 530mm.
Condition: Narrow margins, left edge with slight

damage to printed area, laid on old linen, dated added in old ink
mss. lower left. Lacking letterpress underneath?

DESCRIPTION:

A fascinating map of London showing the extent of the damage caused by the Great Fire of London in 1666,
with an inset view of the city on flames, mourned by a waterman. A 130-point key is engraved on two scrolls
held aloft by cherubs.

This broadside was published shortly after the event, often with a letterpress text describing the disaster for
Dutch and French readers.

At the time the English and Dutch were at war (the Second Anglo-Dutch War, 1665-7), and De Wit recounts how
Dutch and French men were rounded up, accused of starting the conflagration but he puts down the cause to
hand of God. Although the disaster did make Charles Il keen to end the war, London was soon rebuilt and
eclipsing its Dutch rivals.
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